




TABLE OF CONTENTS

04 About Independent Sector

05 Message from Our Chair & President

07 Highlights & Accomplishments

09 Independent Sector by the Numbers

10 Financials

12 2022 Board, Committees, & Advisory Groups

17 2022 Contributors

18 2022 Independent Sector Members

22 Independent Sector Staff

3Independent Sector Annual Report 2022 | Table of Contents



Independent Sector is the only national membership organization that brings together a diverse 
community of changemakers, nonprofits, foundations, and corporations working to strengthen 
civil society and ensure all people in the United States thrive.  

As the vital meeting ground, we advance our mission by fostering a sense of belonging, 
catalyzing action, and providing policy leadership across the full breadth of the charitable 
sector. Our organizational strategies are results-centered and racial-equity focused.

We believe the country’s charitable nonprofits and foundations should be healthy and equitable, 
and have a targeted focus on Native, Black, Latinx, Asian, and other communities of color. 

We build community among changemakers who work and volunteer 
in the social sector in order to build trust, bridge divides toward 
belonging, improve wellness, and create a healthy and racially just 
society to ensure all people thrive.

COMMUNITY BUILDING

ABOUT INDEPENDENT SECTOR

OUR STRATEGIC DRIVERS

We create, share knowledge, and research to understand and 
accelerate the impact of the nonprofit sector. By assessing the health 
of the nonprofit and philanthropic sector as a whole, we can map out a 
clearer path toward driving more health and equity in our communities.

SECTOR HEALTH

We advocate for public policies that strengthen nonprofits, foundations, 
and diverse communities nationwide — and help social sector organizations 
fulfill missions. We serve as a unified voice and information source on 
pressing legislative and economic issues in our sector. 

PUBLIC POLICY
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2022 was a watershed year of reflection, change, and transition — for our nation, for the charitable 
sector, and for Independent Sector. 

Our entire world has shifted since the onslaught of the coronavirus three years ago. Independent 
Sector supported the charitable sector and sector leaders throughout the pandemic. We made 
robust, online resources available to bolster organizations’ COVID-19 response. We also fought for 
inclusion in federal provisions important to our sector in the American Rescue Plan Act, as well as 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) relief for organizations that provided essential services to 
communities nationwide. 

The “pandemic part” of COVID-19 has subsided. But our sector and nation continue to wrestle with 
the loss of more than one million Americans and the devastating personal impact on families and the 
adverse economic ripples on the communities we serve.  

The commitment and resilience of our sector, our members, and volunteers have never been more 
evident than during the pandemic — with our people often putting their own lives at risk. Our workforce 
is exhausted, having often put aside their own self-care to help and support others. And our workforce 
continues to struggle under the weight of our “new normal” by balancing the desire to meet their own 
personal and family needs, while continuing to serve our nation’s families and communities.  

As the third largest private employer and nearly six percent of the country’s GDP, the charitable 
sector is vital to the nation’s economy and the welfare of those we serve — especially people most 
marginalized in our society. And as the vital meeting ground of the U.S. charitable sector, Independent 
Sector plays a key leadership role in lifting up and promoting the well-being and care of the nonprofit 
workforce.  

In 2022, we focused our efforts on building the capacity of sector leaders and organizations through 
our Community Building work; assessing sector trends and data in our Sector Health work; and 
advocating on behalf of our leaders, organizations, and communities through our Public Policy efforts.

What we are most proud of in 2022:

 • We advanced our “Seat at the Table” initiative, which would create structures like a White House 
office on the nonprofit sector and an advisory board of nonprofit leaders. Such structures would 
ensure that nonprofit expertise is “at the table” by implementing mechanisms that leverage the 
mission, knowledge, and impact of nonprofits to help government and the sector work together 
more effectively in pursuit of shared goals. While a bipartisan bill in Congress did not pass in 
2022, more than 700 organizations across all 50 states endorsed the initiative. And we are 
pleased to have played a major role in the bipartisan reintroduction of the legislation in 2023 by 
Representatives Nancy Mace (R-SC) and Betty McCollum (D-MN).

 • We launched our inaugural Bridging Fellows program, bringing together 40 emerging leaders from 
Pittsburgh, Dallas, and Chicago to socialize and embed bridging as a core competency in their 
organizations and communities to help overcome areas of division.  

MESSAGE FROM
OUR CHAIR & PRESIDENT
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Fred Blackwell
Chair

Dr. Akilah Watkins
President and CEO

 • We released and disseminated quarterly Health of the U.S. Nonprofit Sector reports, an evolving 
and growing resource of data, analysis, and recommendations about key areas powering our 
nation’s more than 1.8 million nonprofits. Our suggested actions to improve the overall health of 
the sector included calling for timely government data on the nonprofit workforce and a better 
understanding of workforce disparities, asking Congress to reinstate the Nonitemizer Charitable 
Deduction to make it more affordable for donors to give, and prioritizing the well-being of the 
nonprofit workforce. 

 • We issued our third annual Trust in Civil Society report on survey findings that explored the nuances 
of trust in American nonprofit and philanthropic organizations. Key findings revealed that while 
there is room for our nation’s institutions to increase public trust, a majority of respondents 
continue to believe that nonprofits do what is right for society.

 • We maintained and strengthened engagement with 1,500 sector leaders through three virtual 
Upswell Pop-Ups and through our virtual Upswell Summit to build leaders’ networks, focus on self 
and community care, and wrestle with what it would take to build a healthy and just nation.

Among our biggest changes in 2022 was the transition of leadership at the top of our organization. 
After boldly leading Independent Sector for six years, including through the pandemic — certainly 
among the most trying times for our organization and sector — Daniel J. Cardinali announced he would 
step down from the position during 2022 to take a sabbatical and ponder the next phase of his work. 
Following a national search by our Board of Directors for a new leader for the next era of IS, Dr. Akilah 
Watkins, a national expert on equity, policy, and community development, was named Independent 
Sector’s next president and CEO — the first Black woman to lead Independent Sector in its 43-year 
history.

“I want to thank our Chair, Fred Blackwell, for allowing me to make a small departure from our first 
joint Annual Report message to personally say how humbling and gratifying it is to lead Independent 
Sector in strengthening and enhancing our strategic role as the nexus between civil society and our 
diverse community of changemakers, nonprofits, foundations, and corporations. 

“I am holding space for the renewal of energy for the sector and American civic life, and spending 
most of my first year at Independent Sector laying the groundwork for this change — but I cannot 
do it alone. So I am conducting a Listening Tour in 2023 to hear directly from our members, partners, 
and community leaders about what is working well, what we can do better, and how, together, we 
can reimagine a sector that executes our missions to advance the nonprofit workforce and our 
institutions.

“I look forward to your insights and to working in lockstep with our membership to better serve our 
communities and make real a healthy and equitable future for us all.”

Sincerely,

FROM DR. AKILAH WATKINS
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January 2022 
After serving six years 
as President and CEO of 
Independent Sector, Daniel J. 
Cardinali announced he would 
leave the position in 2022 to 
take a sabbatical to focus on 
interrogating philosophical and 
theological questions that have 
guided his life and work.   

HIGHLIGHTS & 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

March 2022 
• Released the first 

2022 Health of the U.S. 
Nonprofit Sector quarterly 
review, providing IS 
recommendations and 
analysis of recent data on 
the sector’s economic contribution, charitable 
giving trends, and characteristics of sector 
employment. 

• IS CEO and President Dan Cardinali represented 
the sector in testifying before the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Finance in support of the 
charitable deduction and other key sector 
priorities.   

April 2022 
• Announced, in collaboration with the University 

of Maryland’s Do Good Institute, the latest value 
of a volunteer hour estimated at $29.95, a 4.9% 
increase from the previous year. The figure shows 
the value of contributions made by volunteers to our 
communities and country. 

• Oversaw the bipartisan introduction of “Seat at 
the Table” legislation, by Reps. Betty McCollum (D-
MN) and Fred Upton (R-MI), to create permanent, 
structural mechanisms to enable the sector to 
help shape and improve federal policy and to 
expand opportunities for government to work more 
effectively with the sector to achieve shared goals. 

• Hosted Upswell Pop-Up titled, “Recharge, Refuel, 
Refocus,” the first of three Pop-Ups held during 
2022, which engaged 250 changemakers. 

May 2022 
• Released our 

third annual 
Trust in Civil 
Society 
survey, in 
partnership 
with Edelman 
Data & Intelligence, which found 
while there is room for U.S. 
institutions to increase public 
trust, a majority of respondents 
believe nonprofits will still do 
what is right for society. 

• Announced the inaugural 
2022 cohort of our Bridging 
Fellows program — a two-year 
program, generously supported 
by Walmart, designed to give 
Fellows the space, skill-building 
opportunities, and resources 
to socialize and embed bridging 
as a core competency in their 
organizations and communities. 

June 2022 
• Launched “It’s 

On Us: The 
Nonprofit Voter 
Empowerment 
Project,” a 
nonpartisan pledge campaign 
developed in partnership 
with Nonprofit VOTE to help 
nonprofits increase voter 
participation among their 
staff, grantees, volunteers, and 
constituents in 2022 and beyond.  

• Hosted Upswell Pop-Up titled, 
“Transforming Society through 
Bridging,” the second of three 
Upswell Pop-Ups held during 
2022, which engaged 320 
changemakers.  
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August 2022 
• Launched strategic digital 

transformation including a new logo, 
website redesign, and Salesforce 
implementation, making it easier for 
changemakers to locate content 
and resources, drive greater user 
engagement and impact, and make 
donations and event registration 
easier than ever.  

• Named William J. 
(Bill) Bynum the 
2022 recipient of 
Independent Sector’s 
John W. Gardner 
Leadership Award 
in recognition of his 
extraordinary leadership 
as President and CEO of 
the HOPE family of organizations.  

September 2022 
• Announced Dr. Akilah Watkins – a national expert on 

equity, policy, and community development – as the 
next President and CEO of Independent Sector. Dr. 
Watkins is the first African American to lead IS. She 
joined the organization in January 2023. 

• Hosted Upswell Pop-Up titled, “Transforming Systems 
Is the Only Way Forward,” the third and final Pop-Up 
held in 2022, which engaged 390 changemakers. 

October 2022 
• Announced two new board directors — 

Dr. John Brothers, president of T. Rowe 
Price Foundation and president of T. 
Rowe Price Charitable; and Dr. Carmen 
Rojas, president and CEO of Marguerite 
Casey Foundation, to serve a three-
year term. Additionally, Stacey D. 
Stewart, CEO, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD), was re-elected to a 
second term. 

• Partnered with the Association for 
Research on Nonprofit Organizations 
and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA), 
and Nonprofit Policy Forum, to host 
the 11th annual Nonprofit Public 
Policy Symposium. The theme was 
“Nonprofits 9 to 5: What a Way to 
Make a Livin.’” 

November 2022 
• Held the virtual 2022 Upswell 

Summit, attended by hundreds 
of changemakers, to engage, 
network, and collaborate 
on innovative strategies to 
collectively build a healthy and 
just nation.  
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3401
PEOPLE engaged at IS and Upswell Events

OF UPSWELL POP-UP 
SPEAKERS were 

Black, Indigenous, or 
People of Color 

OF SURVEYED POP-UP 
ATTENDEES REPORTED 

receiving useful information 
during Pop-Ups about building 

a healthy and equitable 
sector or country

OF SURVEYED POP-UP 
ATTENDEES REPORTED  

feeling a sense of 
community with Upswell 

community members 
during Pop-Ups

73% 81% 65%

INDEPENDENT SECTOR
BY THE NUMBERS

464
IS MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

54,644
TOTAL SOCIAL MEDIA 
FOLLOWERS

508,132
TOTAL WEBSITE PAGE VIEWS

1,029,629    
SOCIAL MEDIA IMPRESSIONS
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION December 31, 2022 (With Comparative Totals for 2021)

2022 2021

Assets

Cash $ 3,536,660 $ 7,567,510

Investments 9,309,255 11,237,703

Accounts and other receivables 47,565 72,551

Grants receivable and promises to give, net 166,000 802,000

Prepaid expenses and other assets 235,171 253,600

Deferred compensation plan assets 163,313 173,210

Deferred rent receivable 224,012 245,492

Leasing commision costs, net 39,669 64,162

Asset held for sale 15,977,300 -

Property and equipment, net 84,736 23,548,514

Total assets $ 29,783,681 $ 43,964,742

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 855,829 $ 740,608

Deferred compensation plan liability 163,313 173,210

Notes payable 8,060,228 8,460,561

Deposits held in escrow 74,718 74,718

Total liabilities 9,154,088 9,449,097

Net assets:
Total without donor restrictions:

Undesignated 10,532,556 21,261,667

Board designated 7,155,192 8,950,733

17,687,748 30,212,400

Total with donor restrictions 2,941,845 4,303,245

Total net assets 20,629,593 34,515,645

Total liabilities and net assets $ 29,783,681 $ 43,964,742

FINANCIALS

Note: In 2022 the Board approved offering for sale a commercial office building that IS owns, and the related assets 
were reclassified and valued accordingly.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES Year Ended December 31, 2022 (With Comparative Totals for 2021)

2022 2021

Total
Without Donor 

Restrictions
With Donor 
Restrictions Total

Revenue and support

Grants and contributions $ 2,370,657 $ 1,230,000 $ 3,600,657 $ 6,076,345
Membership contributions 1,363,259 — 1,363,259 1,760,650
Rental income 696,691 — 696,691 859,698
Conference fees 11,979 — 11,979 42,916
Investment return designated for current operations 372,000 — 372,000 350,000
Publication sales and other 80,356 — 80,356 87,632
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of program restrictions 1,409,217 (1,409,217) — —

Satisfaction of time restrictions 1,182,183 (1,182,183) — —

Total revenue and support 7,486,342 (1,361,400) 6,124,942 9,177,241

Expenses

Program services:
Community building 2,081,740 — 2,081,740 2,239,121
Policy leadership 2,328,358 — 2,328,358 2,040,795
Sector health 753,506 — 753,506 425,028
Membership engagement 170,527 — 170,527 209,654
Communications and marketing 2,035,784 — 2,035,784 1,795,324

Total program services 7,369,915 — 7,369,915 6,709,922

Supporting services:
Fundraising 1,069,415 — 1,069,415 963,549
Finance and operations 798,794 — 798,794 340,054
Executive offices 890,982 — 890,982 1,235,413

Total supporting services 2,759,191 — 2,759,191 2,539,016

Building services:
Tenant operations 577,755 — 577,755 907,251
Building operations 248,566 — 248,566 446,855

Total building services 862,321 — 862,321 1,354,106

Total expenses 10,991,427 — 10,991,427 10,603,044

Change in net assets before other items (3,505,085) (1,361,400) (4,866,485) (1,425,803)

Investment (loss) gain in excess of amount 
for current operations (1,937,741) — (1,937,741) 535,975
Impairment loss (7,081,826) — (7,081,826) —

Change in net assets (12,524,652) (1,361,400) (13,886,052) (889,828)

Net assets

Beginning 30,212,400 4,303,245 34,515,645 35,405,473

Ending $ 17,687,748 $ 2,941,845 $ 20,629,593 $ 34,515,645

Note: Change in net assets was primarily impacted by two non-operating accounting adjustments: a value impairment related 
to the commercial office building owned by IS, and decline in market value of investments.
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Christopher Vincent
Vice President of Government Relations 

and Advocacy
Habitat for Humanity International

Laura Walling
Vice President of Government Affairs
Goodwill Industries International, Inc.

Julie Waterman
Advocacy Director
City Parks Alliance

Nancy Wolanski
Executive Director
Grantmakers Council of Rhode Island

Christopher Worman
Vice President, Alliances and Program 

Development
TechSoup

Elizabeth Youngling
Humanities Policy Fellow
American Academy of Arts & Sciences
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GENERAL SUPPORT

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

The Barr Foundation 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 

The Fetzer Institute 

The Fidelity Charitable Trustees’ Initiative

The Ford Foundation

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 

National Philanthropic Trust 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

The Rockefeller Brothers Fund

The Seattle Foundation

The Wallace Foundation  

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

2022 UPSWELL

ActBlue

The Allstate Foundation

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

The Bush Foundation

California Wellness Foundation 

CareQuest Institute for Oral Health

Center for Creative Leadership

The Cleveland Foundation

The Peter G. Peterson Foundation

San Francisco Foundation

Walmart 

PROJECT SUPPORTERS

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

American Express and the American Express Foundation

The Barr Foundation 

Campion Foundation

The Lumina Foundation

Unfinished

Walmart

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

Adam Russell Taylor

Ann Mei Chang

Dan Cardinali

David Williams

Eboo Patel

Janine Lee

Jennifer F. Reedy

Jim Clark

Katie Cattell

Kathy Bradley

Larry Kramer

Lindsay Marcal

Manuel Pastor

Marco Davis

Michael McAfee

Nicole Anderson

Phoebe Boyer

Sarah Kastelic

Stacy Stewart

Suzanne McCormick

2022 CONTRIBUTORS
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2020 Mom

AARP Foundation

Abilities Dance Incorporated

Accenture

ACCESS

AB Charities

All Star Code Inc

All Stars Project

ALSAC, Inc./St. Jude’s Research Hospital

Alzheimer’s Association

Amazon CSR

American Alliance of Museums

American Cancer Society

American Council of the Blind

American Express Foundation

American Fraternal Alliance

American Heart Association

American Indian College Fund

American Red Cross

Americans for Indian Opportunity

Americans for the Arts

America’s Promise Alliance

America’s Vet Dogs

APIA Scholars

ArtsBoston

Ashoka

Aspen Institute Religion & Society 
Program

Association for Healthcare Philanthropy

Association for Research on Nonprofit 
Organizations & Voluntary Action

Association of Advanced Rabbinical & 
Talmudic Schools

Association of American Medical 
Colleges

Association of Art Museum Directors

Association of Children’s Museums

AT&T Foundation

Bank of America

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Barr Foundation

BBB Wise Giving Alliance

BellXcel

Big Thought

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Billings Leadership Foundation: 
Friendship House

Black Girls Code

Blackbaud, Inc.

BluePath Service Dogs

BoardSource

BoardWalk Consulting

Boston College School of Social Work

Boys & Girls Clubs of America

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Dallas

Breakthrough Collaborative

Build Missouri Health

Burnam | Gray LLC

Bush Foundation

Business Services Collective

Businesses United in Investing

California Association of Nonprofits

California Health Care Foundation

Camelback Ventures

Camp Fire

Campion Foundation

Campus Vote Project

Cancer & Environment Network of 
Southwestern Pennslyvania

Cancer Care, Inc.

Candid

Canopy Children’s Solutions

CareerVillage.org

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Casa San Jose

Casey Family Programs

Catalyst Leadership Foundation

Catholic Charities USA

Cedarmere Foundation

Center for Creative Leadership

Center for Transforming Mission 
Dominican Republic

Center for Transforming Mission Kenya

Center on Community Philanthropy, 
Clinton School of Public Service, 
University of Arkansas

Center on Nonprofits, Philanthropy, 
and Social Enterprise, George Mason 
University

Champions in Service of San Fernando 
Valley and Greater LA, Leadership 
Foundation

Charity Navigator

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Philanthropies

Charles F. Kettering Foundation

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Charleston Leadership Foundation

Chicago Cares

Child Trends

Children’s Aid

Church Communities Foundation, Inc.

City Theatre Company

CityBridge Education

Code Nation

Code the Dream

College Futures Foundation

College Possible

Colorado Nonprofit Association

Communities Foundation of Texas

Communities In Schools

Communities In Schools of Mid America, 
Inc.

Community 54:13, Leadership Foundation 
of Albuquerque

Community Action Partnership

Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan

Community Partners

Community Resource Center

Community Wealth Partners

Congregación León de Judá, Leadership 
Foundation of Boston

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute

Connect Detroit

COSMA Coalition of State Museum 
Associations

Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education

Council of Chief State School Officers

Council of Michigan Foundations

Council of New Jersey Grantmakers

Council on Foundations

Dallas Afterschool

Dallas Leadership Foundation

Dallas Truth, Racial Healing and 
Transformation

Dallas Zoological Society

Dance Institute of Washington

2022 INDEPENDENT SECTOR 
MEMBERS
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Dance/USA

Deeplocal

Deloitte LLP

Des Moines Leadership Foundation: 
Pillars of Promise

Detroit Leadership Foundation

Detroit Zoological Society

Dion’s Chicago Dream

Do Good Institute

Donors Choose

Doris Duke Charitable Foundation

Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy, Grand Valley State 
University

Dyson Foundation

Einhorn Collaborative

El Pomar Foundation

Embarc, Inc.

Equity Ventures Plus, LLC

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation

Fair Chance

Family Reunion

Fidelity Charitable

First Coast Leadership Foundation: First 
Coast Christian Outreach

First Nations Development Institute

Florida Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations

Florida Nonprofit Alliance

Foundation for the Mid South

Friends of the Children

FUSE Corps

Games for Change

Genesys Works

George W Bush Foundation

GiftsToGive

Girl Scouts of the USA

Girls Incorporated

Girls Who Code

Good Plus Foundation, Inc.

Goodwill Industries International, Inc.

Goodwill Industries of South Florida

Grace Community Development 
Corporation of Florida, Inc

Grand Rapids Center for Community 
Transformation

Grant Professionals Association

Grantmakers Council of Rhode Island

GreenLight Fund

GROW North Texas

Guide Dog Foundation for the Blind, Inc.

Haiti Leadership Foundation

HandKind Company

Havenly

Hawaii Alliance of Nonprofit 
Organizations

HBK

Heart of Courage

HipStory

Hispanics in Philanthropy

House of Rebirth

Houston Endowment, Inc.

Hudson-Webber Foundation

Humanity First, USA

iCouldBe.org

Idaho Nonprofit Center

iDEIntity

Imagine Canada

Impact City

Independent Sector

Indian Ministries, Leadership 
Foundations for First Nations People

Indiana University Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy

INROADS, Inc.

Inspiring Service

Institute for Nonprofit Administration 
and Research, Louisiana State 
University

Institute for Nonprofit Practice

Institute for Policy and Governance, 
Virginia Tech University

InterAction

Interfaith America

International Primate Protection League

IssueVoter

Jackson Leadership Foundation

Jobs for America’s Graduates

Juma Ventures

Junior Achievement USA

Justice Journey Alliance, Leadership 
Foundation of Chicago

KaBOOM! Inc.

Kellogg School of Management, 
Northwestern University

Knoxville Leadership Foundation

KPMG Foundation

Lane Leadership Foundation

Larned A. Waterman Iowa Nonprofit 
Resource Center, University of Iowa

Lawndale Christian Legal Center

Leadership 18

Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics

Leadership Foundations

League of American Orchestras

League of Women Voters of the United 
States

Learn Fresh Education Co

Lewiston Leadership Foundation: The 
Root Cellar

Lexington Leadership Foundation

Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

LULAC Institute, Inc.

Lumina Foundation

Lutheran Services in America, Inc.

Lyda Hill Philanthropies

MacPhail Center for Music

March of Dimes Foundation

Marguerite Casey Foundation

Marin Community Foundation

Martha’s Vineyard Nonprofit 
Collaborative

Maryland Nonprofits

Maryland Philanthropy Network

Mass Mentoring Partnership

Massachusetts Nonprofit Network

Massachusetts Voter Table

Mattress Factory

Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation

McGregor Fund

Mellon Foundation

Memphis Leadership Foundation

Mennonite Central Committee

MENTOR

Metro Atlanta Leadership Foundation

Miami Valley Leadership Foundation

Michigan Nonprofit Association

Minneapolis Leadership Foundation 
Urban Ventures

Minnesota Alliance for Volunteer 
Administration

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits

Mississippi Alliance of Nonprofits and 
Philanthropy

Momentum Nonprofit Partners

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Morino Institute

Ms. Foundation for Women

Museum of Science, Boston

NAMM Foundation

National Association of Free & 
Charitable Clinics
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National Center for Family Philanthropy

National Center on Philanthropy and the 
Law, New York University School of Law

National Geographic Society

National Health Council

National Indian Child Welfare 
Association

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

National Philanthropic Trust

National Urban Indian Family Coalition

National Urban League

Native American Rights Fund

Native Americans in Philanthropy

Native Ways Federation

NEO Law Group

Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship

New Profit Inc.

New York Edge

New York University School of Law

Next Chapter Ministries, Leadership 
Foundation of Rochester

Nonprofit Association of Oregon

Nonprofit Association of Washington

Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida

North Texas Food Bank

Northeast Ohio Leadership Foundation

Northwest Area Foundation

NPower

NY Funders Alliance

Oasis Farm and Fishery

Ohio Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations

One by One Leadership Foundation

OneStar Foundation

Open Society Foundations

Othering & Belonging Institute

Parkview Legacy Foundation

Paul Quinn College

PEAK Grantmaking

Pennsylvania United

Per Scholas, Inc.

Performing Arts Alliance

Persistent Productions

Peter G. Peterson Foundation

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Philadelphia Leadership Foundation

Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement

Philanthropy Southeast

Philanthropy Southwest

Philanthropy West Virginia, Inc.

Pillars Fund

Pittsburgh Glass Center

Pittsburgh Leadership Foundation

Pittsburgh Public Theater

Playworks

Plenty

PLUS ME Project

Poder Latinx

Points of Light

PolicyLink

Program on Philanthropy and Social 
Innovation (PSI) - The Aspen Institute

ProInspire

Project GRAD Houston

Prosperity Now

Proyecto Pastoral

Raikes Foundation

Reality Changers

REI Cooperative Action Fund

Reinvigorating the Conversation: 
Volunteerism, Service-Learning and 
Community Engagement

RevJen Group

Roadtrip Nation LTD

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Rockefeller Foundation

Safer Foundation

Salem Leadership Foundation

Sall Family Foundation

Savannah Leadership Foundation

School of Education, Dallas College

School of Professional Studies, Columbia 
University

Service Year Alliance

SETDA

Share Our Strength

Shelter Music Boston

Skillman Foundation

Skoll Foundation

Smart Development Inc

Social Current

Social Innovation Forum

Sojourners

Southern California Grantmakers

Southern Poverty Law Center

Southwest Organizing Project

Spectrum Nonprofit Services, LLC

Sphinx Organization

Splunk

Springboard Collaborative

Springboard Partners

State Fair of Texas

Stockton Leadership Foundation

Strategy Arts

StriveTogether

Suits for Judah

T. Rowe Price Foundation

TCC Group

Teach for America

Team WeThrive Inc

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

The Appellate Project

The Association of Junior Leagues 
International, Inc.

The Boone Family Foundation

The Bridgespan Group

The California Endowment

The California Wellness Foundation

The Center for Community 
Transformation, Leadership Foundation 
of Fresno

The Center for Effective Philanthropy

The Chicago Community Trust

The Cleveland Foundation

The Colorado Health Foundation

The Columbus Foundation

The Communications Network, Inc.

The Contingent

The Dancing Diplomat

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

The Dibble Institute

The Fetzer Institute, Inc.

The Ford Foundation

The Global Switchboard

The Greater Sum Foundation

The Heinz Endowments

The Henry Ford

The Japan Association of Charitable 
Organizations

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation

The Joyce Foundation

The Kerr Foundation, Inc.

The Kresge Foundation

The League of California Community 
Foundations

The Leighty Foundation

The Libra Foundation

The Nature Conservancy

The New York Community Trust

The Nonprofit Council
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The Pew Charitable Trusts

The Philadelphia Foundation

The Pittsburgh Foundation

The Policy Academies

The Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

The Salvation Army National 
Headquarters

The San Francisco Foundation

The Sierra Club Foundation

The Spencer Foundation

The Wallace Foundation

The Walton Family Foundation

The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

The Young Latino Network

Thrive Collective, Leadership Foundation 
of New York

Timecounts

Tipping Point Community

Towers of Hope, Leadership Foundation 
of Bloemfontein

Transform Scott County, Leadership 
Foundation of Georgetown

Transition Leadership International

Trella Walker Consulting

TruEvolution

Trust for America’s Health

Truth Initiative

Tshwane Leadership Foundation

uAspire

Ubuntu Leadership Institute

UNCF

Unfinished

UnidosUS

United Philanthropy Forum

United States Fund for UNICEF

United Way of Anchorage

United Way of Greenville County

United Way of Texas

United Way of the Piedmont

United Way Worldwide

Upbring

Upwardly Global

Urban Alliance

Urban Institute Center on Nonprofits 
and Philanthropy

Urban Specialists

USC Equity Research Institute

Veritas Institute For Entrepreneurial 
Leadership

Visible Unity, Inc.

VisionServe Alliance

VolunteerMatch

Volunteers of America

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Walmart

Wayfinder Family Services

Weill Institute of Music - Carnegie Hall

Welcome Project

West Virginia Leadership Foundation: 
New Vision

William Randolph Hearst Foundations

Wilmington Area Leadership Foundation

Year Up

YMCA of Greater New York

YMCA of Metropolitan Dallas

YMCA of the USA

Young Invincibles

Young Leaders Strong City

Young Storytellers Foundation

Youth Guidance

Yuvalok Leadership Foundation

YWCA Greater Pittsburgh

YWCA National Capital Area

YWCA USA
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SENIOR STAFF
Dr. Akilah Watkins 
President and CEO

Jeffrey Moore 
Chief Strategy Officer 

Rick Robinson 
Chief Operating Officer

STAFF
Habib Bako 
Senior Director, Community Engagement

Nancy Barry 
Manager, Special Initiatives, Public Policy 

Michael Bochnovic 
Executive Associate 

Kathy Bradley, CAE 
Director, Corporate Partnerships 

Katie Cattell 
Director, Foundation Partnerships 

Raynice Day 
Associate, Programs and Policy 

Nina Ford 
Director, Strategic Communications and Public Relations 

Hannah Freeman 
Senior Associate, Digital Content and Engagement 

Manuel Gomez 
Manager, Public Policy 

Elyse Harrington 
Director, Operations and Administration 

Stuart Hewitt 
Executive Assistant 

Ben Kershaw 
Director, Public Policy and Government Relations 

Mirae Kim 
Visiting Scholar 

Lindsay Marcal 
Manager, Membership 

Laura Marqués-Jackson 
Manager, Partnerships 

Rashidah McCoy 
Director, Strategic Marketing and Digital Engagement 

Neisha McGee 
Manager, Advocacy, Engagement and Mobilization 

Ana Montañez 
Manager, Government Relations 

Loriane Ngarambe 
Manager, Community Engagement 

Mankaa Ngwa-Suh 
Manager, Conference and Event Programs 

Jess Payton 
Manager, Database

Debra Rainey 
Manager, Communications 

Maryanne Rodriguez 
Manager, Leadership Programs 

Emily Rogers 
Manager, Policy Research 

Michelle Vallar 
Manager, Conference and Events Logistics 

Natalie Van Maerssen  
Manager, Digital Projects

as of September 2023

INDEPENDENT SECTOR 
STAFF
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1602 L Street NW, Suite 900

Washington, DC 20036

202-467-6100

independentsector.org
upswell.org

http://independentsector.org
http://upswell.org
https://www.instagram.com/independentsector/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/independent-sector/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC29bwuEWjIZWypSsH7ns8jA
https://www.facebook.com/IndependentSector
https://www.tiktok.com/@independentsector
https://twitter.com/IndSector

